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4th SUNDAY OF THE YEAR - C
3rd February 2019

HOLY MASS

Sunday: Vigil 6:00pm, 10:00am, 12:00 5:15pm
Weekday: (except Wed.): 10:00am.

Daily: 9:40 – 10:00am
Saturday 5:30 – 6:00pm
WEDDINGS & BAPTISMS
Baptisms are celebrated on the first and third
Sunday of the month. Please speak to Fr.
Dominic or Deacon Michael to arrange above
sacraments.
HOLY HOUR
Thursday 7:00pm to 8:00pm
FEAST DAY
Tuesday
- St. Agatha
Wednesday - St. Paul Miki
Friday
- St. Jerome Emiliani
St. Josephine Bakhita

The Tablet – Southwell at Stonyhurst: the Literary Legacy
of a Recusant Martyr. Thursday 4th April 5:45pm to 8:15pm.
Join us for an evening at the Lauriston Jesuit centre in
central Edinburgh with Professor Peter Davidson.
First Communion Dresses for Hire
Is your child celebrating First Communion this year? You
may be interested in hiring a New / nearly new dress from
the parish. Please email Fr. Dominic

Rev. Michael K. Ross, Ph. D.

CONFESSIONS

New and Improved Kilbryde Quirky Quiz:
Friday 22nd February: From 7:30pm. Torrance House Golf
Club, (Calderglen) East |Kilbride. Contact fundraising
team to book your team! 01355 202020. £4 per person.

Recently Deceased: Sadie Nazzolini.
Anniversaries: Mary Donnelly, Johnny Lyons,
Betty Horn, Andrew Clarke, Desmond Donaghey.
Months Mind: George McLellan.
……………………………………
BLESSING OF THROATS – MONDAY 4TH FEB.
Please note that the Blessing of Throats (St. Blaise) will
take place at the 10am Mass on Monday.
Deanery Mission Appeal – 23rd/24th February
The Mill Hill Fathers will make a Mission Appeal over
the weekend of 23/24 February.
Hospice Coffee Morning
Tuesday morning after 10:00am Mass
Kilbryde Hospice:
Afternoon Tea, Monday 11th February 1:00pm to 3:00pm.
Murray Owen Centre, Murray. £4.50.

Tesco Bags of Help Grant Scheme St. Leonard's Primary and Nursery
We are delighted to announce that our application to the
Tesco Bags of Help Grant Scheme has been successful and
our playground project will be put forward to a customer
vote. Until 28th February the blue tokens can be collected
in the following Tesco stores; St. Leonard’s Metro, EK
Express, Burnside store and Rutherglen Extra.
Please support us in this project and let friends and families
know to put their blue token in our box.
Rotas The new rota for Readers, Offertory Processors and
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion is now
available in the Sacristy and on St. Leonard’s Website
SSVP Help Line - 07842 085284. Please call between
the hours of 10:45am and 6:00pm.
Food Bank: We urgently need donations of ALL
tinned and packet food, also U.H.T. milk and squash.
St. Leonard’s Church Hall
Over the next few weeks details of the “Terms and
Conditions” for use of the church hall will be made
available to all parishioners. Currently anyone wishing
to use the church hall should consult, in the first
instance, with the parish priest. Any comments and
suggestions would be welcome and should be made in
writing.

BISHOP JOSEPH TOAL
As I return from Ethiopia having spent a week visiting
projects which SCIAF supports in Northern Ethiopia, I
record some thoughts on what has been a fascinating
few days. I have experienced something about this large
and complex country and the outstanding work
undertaken by SCIAF and our partners through the
local Diocese of Adigrat, supporting rural communities
as they seek to improve their lives in a challenging
natural environment.
Many of us remember Ethiopia from the terrible famine
experienced there in the 1980s and how Bob Geldof and
Band Aid encouraged us to respond generously to
people in such extreme need. When told that our trip
would be to Northern Ethiopia and take in the Province
of Tigray I remembered that this was the region affected
by the drought and famine over 30 years ago and was
aware before travelling that life remains precarious
today as water is scarce and the annual rainfall is even
more unpredictable today as the consequences of
climate change affect this part of the world as
elsewhere. It is true though that Ethiopia has developed
in many areas through these 30 years and the people,
like all of us, aspire to continue this progress by using
the means now available to humanity.
The landscape of Northern Ethiopia is spectacular,
especially when you travel into the mountains but it
looks and feels extremely dry and can be very hot. The
fundamental struggle to find sufficient sources of water,
and to store the water that does fall during the rainy
season, has always been part of the challenge of living in
such areas. Traditionally many of rural population are
pastoralists, which means they keep goats and sheep
and move around seeking pasture for them and hoping
to sustain themselves through their animals. Those
living closer to reliable water sources are able to grow
crops and keep larger animals particularly oxen that
assist with the ploughing and other heavy farming tasks.
Donkeys also greatly assist the transport of goods
through areas where roads are very rough and transport

by motor vehicles restricted. The group from SCIAF
visited a number of communities whose lives have been
greatly assisted by the resources we have provided to
help access water, to store water, to circulate the
collected water to a wider area, and to slow the flow of
water when the rain does fall in torrents. The work
supported by us, but undertaken by the local people,
includes making bore-holes to access water deeper
underground, providing solar-panels to power the
pumps to lift the water to ground-level and then taking
it to higher ground, from there providing the cement to
construct the canals which allow the water to circulate
and irrigate the crops in areas not previously cultivated.
With regular supply of water for the fields three
harvests are now possible rather than the single one
previously possible after the rains fell.
Water collection points for humans and animals are
now situated at different points within the communities
and more water is available for human consumption,
cooking and washing. It was tremendous to see what
has been achieved and to appreciate how much our
contributions make to the long-term transformation of
people’s lives in these sometimes quite isolated
communities. The provision of solar panels to power the
water pumps has guaranteed a regular water supply for
a community twice the size of Motherwell. It is a great
blessing for them and they deeply appreciate the
support of the Adigrat Diocese and her partners
(including SCIAF) - and that community are all
Muslims.
As mentioned earlier our hosts in Tigray were Bishop
Tesfaselassie of Adigrat and his Social and Development
Commission. They gave us a great welcome and
emphasised the great bond between us in the Universal
Church and how the sharing of our resources with them
is a powerful sign of our union in Christ. For me this is a
strong part of SCIAF’s mission - through our Aid Agency
the Catholics of Scotland reach out to the Church in
poorer countries and we share what we can with them.
It is uplifting to see this working and as a Scottish
Bishop to hear the gratitude expressed by the local

Bishop for the generosity of Scottish Catholics. So I
bring back a very positive message to Scotland about
SCIAF’s work in Ethiopia and in other countries from
the people of the Church - they love us very much and
greatly appreciate our help.
In visiting the Church in other places I also expect to
learn something about Christian faith and living. The
Church in Ethiopia is very ancient, going back to the
4th century, and is predominantly Orthodox. Since
coming to Ethiopia through the 19th century
missionaries, the Catholic Church, although small, has
been active in health, education, and social provision,
but remains close to the orthodox tradition in many
ways. One part of Christian life which has a lot of
prominence is fasting. Wednesday and Friday each
week are days of fasting, along with Lent and some
other extended periods through the year. On these days
people abstain from meat, fish, and all food produced
from animals - basically a vegan diet. We are not used
to fasting to this extent in the Western Church but we
are challenged about it sometimes, not least by Pope
Francis. Certainly during Lent we do take seriously the
disciplines of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, and
having visited the Church in Ethiopia, I will be thinking
about what I should do in regard to them.
Since Lent is also the time we make a special effort for
SCIAF I will certainly want to encourage a generous
response from the Catholics of Scotland having seen
that we support such beneficial work in Ethiopia. We
are not the only ones who do so but the fact that we do
so in the name of the Catholic Church in Scotland
makes what we do very special in our Church’s life and
mission.
Bishop Joseph Toal

